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S H O P

T A L K

By Cecily Hastings

Just a year ago, you could put 
your home on the market 
and you�d have several offers 

in no time. But in today�s more 
competitive real estate market, 
your home must be more than just 
clean. 

�Home staging is about creating an 
environment where home buyers see 
themselves in the home,� says lifetime 
Carmichael resident Michelle 
Kaspari, who owns Essential Home 
Staging.

�First impressions are everything,� 
says Kaspari. �We give your home 
a distinct advantage over the 
competition.�

Professionally 
staged homes sell 

on average for 
6 percent more 
than nonstaged 

homes, according to 
industry studies.

Kaspari says the ultimate goal of 
staging is to place the home in the 
best showcase condition, so that it 
sells at the highest possible price in 
the shortest possible time. �Staging 
done by a professional will improve 
the visual appeal and balance of 
the home. An investment in a home 
staging is essential to advance 

the buyer�s decision to make an 
immediate offer,� explains Kaspari.

Kaspari has what seems the ideal 
background for home staging, with 
a degree in fashion design from 
the Fashion Institute of Design & 
Merchandising in San Francisco and a 
certi�cate of achievement in interior 
design retail merchandising. She has 
also been a visual merchandiser for 
Naturwood Home Furnishings, a 
seasonal merchandiser for Nordstrom, 

and Head Visual for Ashley 
HomeStores in Northern California. 
She has experience in space planning, 
color consulting and accessory buying. 

�We are committed to providing 
not only the best design service 
available, but a transformation of 
your home that will focus on an 
emotional connection with potential 
buyers,� says Kaspari. �By creating a 
�wow� factor throughout your home, 
potential buyers will conclude that 

your home is the right choice for their 
future.�

As for the additional cost of staging, 
Kaspari says that professionally 
staged homes sell on average for 6 
percent more than nonstaged homes, 
according to industry studies. That 
makes the return on investment of 
staging far greater than other presale 
improvements.

For people who think they can save 
money by staging their own homes, 

Home Staging Is  
Now Essential

Home staging is about creating an environment where the home buyers see themselves in the home. Michelle Kaspari 
help home sellers create the best first impression possible.




